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Good oral health is essential to overall health 
Many Missourians struggle to have good oral health. Many Missourians have dental 
conditions and disease that reduce overall health and make working, learning and being 
connected with their community difficult.   
• Poor oral health is linked to heart disease, diabetes, stroke, depression, low birth 

weight and premature birth.1, 2 
• Oral diseases affect individuals, families and communities. Poor oral health can 

negatively affect employment and the economic strength of the state. Untreated 
dental diseases can result in loss of productivity in the workplace due to 
absenteeism, under-employment and unemployment.3 

• Children with untreated tooth decay suffer pain and infection. They have 
trouble eating, talking, socializing, sleeping, and learning, all of which reduce  
school performance.4 

• Lack of access to oral health care leads to increased use of Emergency Rooms5 and 
increased use of inpatient hospitalizations to address complications from untreated 
dental conditions.6 

• Missouri teledentistry is improving access to dental care by linking dental health 
providers to those in underserved and rural areas.7 

 

Mission & Vision 
The Missouri Coalition for Oral Health is a non-profit dedicated to increasing health 
equity and improving oral health with all Missourians.  
We are a statewide network of oral health advocates.  
We raise awareness, engage with community members, advocate for policy change and 
health care system improvements, and work together to increase health equity.  
Our mission is to improve oral health with all Missourians by advocating for sound public 
policy.   
Our vision is oral health for all Missourians. 

  

Join the membership of MCOH to make a positive difference for the future of Missouri!  
 

• www.oralhealthmissouri.org 
• Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn  
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Who We Are - MCOH is a non-profit advocacy agency funded through memberships & donations, & by 

Health Forward Foundation, Missouri Foundation for Health, MO Developmental Disabilities Council, 

CareQuest Institute & MO Dept. of Health and Senior Services. Some of our partners - 
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