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Disclaimer

The informed opinions 
presented here are my own.

• They do not represent 
those of my employer or 
any organization with 
which I am affiliated.

The purpose of this 
presentation is to support 

learning:

• Understanding about both 
the barriers to and 
opportunities for inclusive 
health care and supporting 
oral health equity as a 
social justice concern.



The elephant in 
the room



Structural & Systemic Racism

Why patterns continue to happen by 
race 

+ 
What causes the racial patterns to be 

maintained across time and place



Privilege
In the United States, privilege is granted 
to people who have membership in one 
or more of these social identity groups:

• White people;
• Able-bodied people;
• Heterosexuals;
• Males;
• Christians;
• Middle or owning class people;
• Middle-aged people;
• English-speaking people

“Privilege exists when one group has 
something of value that is denied to 
others simply because of the groups 
they belong to, rather than because of 
anything they’ve done or failed to do. 
Access to privilege doesn’t determine 
one’s outcomes, but it is definitely an 
asset that makes it more likely that 
whatever talent, ability, and aspirations 
a person with privilege has will result in 
something positive for them.” 

- Peggy McIntosh



Learning Objectives
• Differentiate between equality, equity, and liberation as 

social justice concepts.
• Understand how and why inclusion social justice is 

information in oral health practice, advocacy, and research.
• Identify areas of opportunity to break barriers in oral health.



EQUALITY, EQUITY, AND LIBERATION AS SOCIAL 
JUSTICE CONCEPTS











RACIAL JUSTICE AND HEALTH EQUITY 
FRAMEWORK. HTTPS://BPHC.ORG/WHATWEDO/RACIALJUSTICEANDHEALTHEQUITY/PAG
ES/RACIAL-JUSTICE-AND-HEALTH-EQUITY-FRAMEWORK.ASPX, ACCESSED ON 
FEBRUARY 26, 2022.

https://bphc.org/whatwedo/racialjusticeandhealthequity/Pages/Racial-Justice-and-Health-Equity-Framework.aspx


SOCIAL JUSTICE CONCEPTS IN ORAL HEALTH 
PRACTICE, ADVOCACY, AND RESEARCH







Social justice in oral health practice
• Where is your practice?
• Who is in your practice team?
• How do you demonstrate commitments to the community 

and to populations?



Social justice in oral health advocacy
• How inclusive in your advocacy table?
• What issues do you include beyond teeth?
• How do you demonstrate commitments to the community 

and to populations?



Social justice in oral health research
• Are you using community-based participatory research 

methods?
• Is your research centered in "race" or racism?
• How do you demonstrate commitments to the community 

and to populations?



Community Engagement. http://bphc.org/whatwedo/racialjusticeandhealthequity/Pages/Community-
Engagement.aspx, accessed ono February 26, 2022.

http://bphc.org/whatwedo/racialjusticeandhealthequity/Pages/Community-Engagement.aspx


BREAKING BARRIERS IN ORAL HEALTH



American Association of Public Health Dentistry (2021). Anti-Racism in Dental Public Health: A Call to Action [White 
Paper]. Springfield, IL. https://aaphd.memberclicks.net/assets/Webinars/White%20paper%20FINAL%20July%202021.pdf, accessed on 
January 14, 2022.

Anti-racism special issue: June 2022

https://aaphd.memberclicks.net/assets/Webinars/White%20paper%20FINAL%20July%202021.pdf


Social Justice Beyond Teeth

Workforce 
development

• Pathways to the 
dental profession

Social determinants 
of health

• Political 
determinants of 
health 

Collaborating with 
populations

• Justice-involved 
people

• People 
experiencing 
homelessness



What is your equity/justice lens?

WHAT IS YOUR ONE 
TAKEAWAY?

WHAT IS YOUR ONE ACTION 
STEP?



D'Souza RN, Collins FS, Murthy VH. Oral Health for All - Realizing the Promise of Science. N Engl J Med. 2022 
Feb 26.



Did we do these things?
• Differentiate between equality, equity, and liberation as 

social justice concepts.
• Understand how and why inclusion social justice is 

information in oral health practice, advocacy, and research.
• Identify areas of opportunity to break barriers in oral health.



Onward together

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wmopen-introbusiness/chapter/putting-it-together-11/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-ND.

http://theconversation.com/drop-the-negative-spin-on-kids-who-start-school-bilingual-they-are-a-rich-resource-for-the-future-28674
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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